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June 25, 2020 

Dear Friends, 
 

These past three months have been an unprecedented time in world history. The Coronavirus and its effects have rippled through 

every part of the world and have left nothing untouched. As we prepare to emerge from restrictions and return to a life of 

normalcy, we understand many things will be affected and changed forever.  
 

We have chosen to pen this letter together showing the bond and unity that has been strengthened since our arrival a few years 

ago. It has been a time of growth in relationships, virtues and deeper understanding of our mission. Together with our staff and 

advisors, our desire to remain together is important as we navigate through some uncertainty that lies ahead. As disciples of 

Jesus Christ, we know this is the only way to live and be in the world.  
 

Throughout this quarantine period, we as a leadership team, have continued to analyze and reflect on the day to day operations 

and financial health of the parish and All Saints Academy. There have been numerous changes to streamline operations and 

maintain fiscal responsibility. The length of church and school closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic has led to some concerns. 

During this pandemic, we have seen a decline in weekly collections, which form the operating budget and annual subsidy for the 

school. The Spring Gala, originally scheduled for April, was cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. In the past, this event 

provided $50,000 towards the school budget for the school year. All Saints Academy operates because of tuition, scholarships, 

fundraisers, grants, donations and the parish subsidy. As we begin to finalize the budget process for the new fiscal year, the 

current year’s subsidy amount is not feasible, past fundraising efforts are uncertain, and we cannot be certain of some of the 

usual sources and patterns of financial support. These factors have led us to approach you with an appeal.  
 

There are two goals that we need your help to reach in order to responsibly open in the Fall of 2020:  

1. $100,000 in donations. We need these funds by August 1.  

2. Meet an enrollment goal of 101 students. We need this commitment by August 1.  

 

While our desire is to exceed both goals, an appropriate combination of them will help with our decision to open this fall. This 

may seem like a daunting task in today’s climate and it is certainly not easy to ask for money during these difficult times, but 

there is no alternative. In order to achieve this, we are reaching out beyond the confines of our usual base of supporters, 

including alumni across the country, as well as parishioners current and former to help make this goal. In addition, our parent 

support groups are working hard to market and increase the visibility of All Saints Academy to increase enrollment. Generosity 

flows through the veins of those who have been formed by their membership at All Saints and we are counting on your help.  
 

While this seems like a tremendous task to accomplish in a short time, we have every confidence that we will meet and exceed 

this goal. We continue to be amazed, not surprised, by how many people responded so quickly to the various needs that have 

come up over the past few years. Just recently, All Saints Parish raised $25,000 of a $20,000 goal in a little over two weeks to 

complete the Catholic Ministries Appeal. With faith and hope, all things are possible; this situation is no different.   
 

All Saints Academy is a vital ministry that must be maintained and cultivated to adjust to current circumstances and plans for 

growth. Your support, both prayers and financial, is crucial to this appeal and will be needed over the next few years as we strive 

to preserve All Saints Academy and bring it into the future.  We thank you for your prayerful consideration of supporting our 

school, especially our students, so that this bright spot of our parish and community can shine through the darkness of today’s 

world. 
 

Like the Gospel, this news is worth spreading. Please share with your family and friends so that many hands make light work of 

this goal. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Fr. Matthew F. Jones, Pastor                                                     Mr. Thomas J. Verzillo, Principal 


