
GUIDANCE FOR PARISHIONERS AS WE RETURN TO MASS 

 

WELCOME BACK! 

 

The Diocese of Rochester has issued a set of protocols consistent with 

recommendations from the CDC, New York State and Thomistic Institute for 

safety, order and reverent celebration of the Mass and reception of Holy 

Communion. These guidelines include directions a prayerful arrival and exit of the 

Church.  

 

When Arriving at the Church… 

 

-When arriving in parking lot, you will be directed to a space. BEFORE exiting 

your car, please place a mask over your nose and mouth. Masks must be worn 

while on the church campus and in the church at all times. 

 

-The church will open 30 MINUTES before each mass. In order to meet social 

distance guidelines, please be aware of markers as you approach the church as 

well as inside the church. Greeters and ushers will be there to assist you. 

 

-Please maintain social distance as you are enter the Church. You will be guided 

by an usher to a specific available seat. Every other pew will be closed. As you 

enter the pew, maintain 6 feet distance between households. 

 

During Mass 

 

-You must continue to wear your mask during Mass.  

 

-Refrain from physical contact during the Lord's prayer. The Sign of Peace is not 

given among members of the congregation. These responses are made to the Lord 

in voice, not gestures among each other.  

 

-Offertory Collection will be suspended until further notice.  Please see below for 

more information. 

 

 

Procedure of receiving the Holy Eucharist 

 

-Ushers will direct you when to stand and proceed forward to receive. 



 

-Be mindful of the distance markers on the floor. Please make sure you keep 6 feet 

of separation as you process and LEAVE YOUR MASK ON. 

 

-Please do not move forward until the person in front of you has received and is 

returning to their seat. 

 

-Remove your mask as you approach Father Jones.  Receive the Holy Eucharist as 

you normally would. Step to the side, replace your mask and then return to your 

seat. 

 

Please note that Father Jones will have a sanitizing station next to him and he will 

sanitize his fingers after any contact with individuals throughout distribution of 

the Holy Eucharist.  He will also sanitize after any distribution the Holy Eucharist 

on the tongue. 

 

When Exiting the Church… 

 

-You will be instructed by an usher as to when to exit your pew. Please make sure 

you have taken all your things with you and wait for instructions. 

 

-Please maintain 6 feet social distance between households. 

 

-It is necessary for you to exit promptly so we may clean and sanitize for the next 

mass. 

 

-If you need to make your Sunday Offering through collection envelope or any 

donations to the Church, please do so at the collection boxes between the votive 

candle stands at the side altars. Make your offering, say a prayer, and leave the 

Church. If you make your offering through electronic giving, please feel free to 

stop at the votive candles to light one and say a prayer before you leave. Offerings 

for votive candles go in the offering slot below each set of candles. 

 

-When exiting, please do not congregate outside. Go directly to your vehicle. 

REMOVE your mask only when you are back in your car. Leave peacefully. 

 

Thank you for cooperating with these guidelines. It is for the health and safety of 

our entire church community. 

 



BE SAFE. GOD BLESS.  


